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people turned to earthenware, exhausted the shops
where it was sold, and set the trade in it on fire, while
common folks continued to use their silver. Even the
King thought of using earthenware, having sent his
gold vessels to the Mint, but afterwards decided upon
plated metal and silver; the Princes and Princesses of
the blood used crockery.

Ere three months were over his head the King felt
all the shame and the weakness of having consented
to this surrendering of plate, and avowed that he re-
pented of it. The inundations of the Loire, which
happened at the same time., and caused the utmost
disorder, did not restore the Court or the public to
good humour. The losses they caused, and the dam-
age they did, were very considerable, and ruined many
private people, and desolated home trade.

Summer came. The dearness of all things, and of
bread in particular, continued to cause frequent com-
motions all over the realm. Although, as I have said,
the guards of Paris were much increased, above all in
the markets and the suspected places, they were un-
able to hinder disturbances from breaking out. In
many of these D'Argenson nearly lost his life.

Monseigneur arriving and returning from the Opera,
was assailed by the populace and by women in great
numbers crying, " Bread! Bread!" so that he was
afraid, even in the midst of his guards, who did not
dare to disperse the crowd for fear of worse happen-
ing. He got away by throwing money to the people,
and promising wonders; but as the wonders did not
follow, he no longer dared to go to Paris.

The  King himself from his windows heard the